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mother, who pinched the children's cheeks, passed acid
judgments on their manners, and never offered them a cake.
But to make up for that there was the grandfather, who gave
them a piece of money, played the mandoline to them, and
told them about Italy. Little Ben adored these stories, and
especially the ones which happened in Venice. He liked to
imagine that city where the houses were a lacework of stone
and the roofs were covered with gold. Grandpapa said that
the family had lived for a long time in Italy; and further
back, in the time of Ferdinand and Isabella, they had had
their home in Spain. With Italy was blended the memory of
the Turks, with Spain that of the Moors. When Ben thought
of his grandpapa's mandoline and macaroni, he also conjured
up turbans, vests embroidered with gay colours, lands of
luxury and sunshine. Sometimes he lay down beneath a tree
in that Italianate garden, and dreamed. He fashioned strange
and brilliant scenes, and against their background he would
meet beings of perfect beauty, a young English knight
whom he rescued from death, a princess to whom he vowed
himself. They were all three lost in a forest; night was
falling, and his companions were afraid. Then Ben took
command, for it was always he who directed, always he
who was victorious, in this dreaming of his.

He was sent to school very young, first to a Miss Roper's,
then to the charge of the Rev. John Potticany, a respectable
household where a clergyman's- daughter was tfin charge of
morals and the linen." There, a surprising fact was revealed
to him: he was not of the same religion or the same race as
his companions. This was difficult to understand. Yet Ben's
house, that red-brick house (Grecian portico, three steps,
small railing alongside the pavement), was certainly an
English house. His father, with his black velvet skull-cap,
his pink and carefully shaven face, his correct and pleasing
speech, was an English writer. Ben had learned to read in